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Genesis 22

Abraham and Sarah were so proud and happy when little Isaac was born. Abraham missed his

older son, Ishmael but he knew that Isaac was the special son who would inherit everything

Abraham owned as well as the promises of God. ABraham and Sarah laughed gaily when Isaac

took his first baby steps. When he said his frrst word, they proudly called the servants to hear

and when he climbed his frrst tree they were frightened and scolded.

Abraham and Sarah told Isaac about his special birth when they

were too old to really have a baby. They taught Isaac all the

important things about God as well as teaching him about taking

care of the sheep and cattle and camels that would one day be his

inheritance. Isaac grew up learning to do what was right, for Abraham and Sarah were good

teachers and set their son a good example of the right way to live.

One night when Isaac was about 17 years old Abraham had a dream where God spoke to him.

God told Abraham to take Isaac to a mountain and to offer him as a burnt offering to God. This

meant to kill his special promised son! In those days when men made a sacrifice to God they

would offer an animal from their flocks or herds. They killed the animal and then burnt up the

carcass. Abraham was astonished and frightened. How could this be? Why would God ask

such a thing of him? How could Isaac be the promised son if he was to be killed? God was

seeing how well Abraham love him, would Abraham obey? Did he really believe in God's

promises or had he quit listening to God? What do you think Abraham did?

Well, Abraham got a donkey and loaded it up with some blankets for overnight and a little bag

of food. He took a pot and put some burning coals in it from the frre by his tent and he tied

some wood on the donkey for the burnt offering. Then he told Isaac they were going on a trip.
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Isaac probably wondered about the trip. It was fun to be going somewhere

with his father, but why was his father so sad? Usually Abraham would

be telling Isaac all about the plants they pass and pointing out the birds

and the beautiful sunrise and talking about God's promises ..

But Instead Abraham looked very worried and quiet and sad.
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It must have been very hard for Abraham to obey a command like this. However, Abraham

did believe God would keep his word and God had promised that through Isaac would come

many, many descendants and eventually the promised seed who would save the world (this

was Jesus Christ who wasn't even born yet). So if God wanted Isaac to be a sacrifice, then

Abraham believed God would raise Isaac up again for the Lord wouldn't tell a lie.

Your memory verse for this lesson is a promise God gave his people:

Jer.7:23 "Obey me, and I will be your God, and you will be my people."

That's not a very hard verse to learn is it? But it is a very important verse! When you have

learned the verse put a check mark in the box 0
There is a lot of promise in this verse. If we obey God he will watch over us and take care of

us like a loving father takes care of his children. If we are his people we will inherit the

promises of eternal life on the land he promised Abraham and Isaac.

Two servants traveled with Abraham and Isaac on the journey. They would take care of the

supplies and the donkeys that Abraham and Isaac were riding when they climbed up the

mountain to offer the sacrifice. Neither the servants nor Isaac knew that this was to be any

different than the usual sacrifices of a lamb. They had to travel 40 miles to reach the

mountain of Moriah. Walking or riding donkeys meant they would have to travel for about

three days. Isaac would enjoy the trip, walking under olive trees and picking a few olives to

munch on, passing a snake sunning on a rock, wading through a little creek and camping out

at night, sleeping on the ground under the stars. Abraham must have looked up at the night

sky and remembered the promise God made that his descendants

would be as many as the stars in the sky. Yet here he was on his

way to kill his only promised son. Abraham had to have a lot of

faith in God to make this trip, didn't he?

On the third day they reached Mt. Moriah. Abraham left the donkeys

and supplies with the two servants. What Abraham told the servants was important. Abraham

said, "wait here while Isaac and I go up the mountain to make the sacrifice then WE will

return and head home." Even though Abraham knew he was to sacrifice Isaac, he firmly
believed that both he and Isaac would return. ~n ::. .- " -




