BIBLE rLessonN # |]
Genesis 24

Abraham was growing old now and his son Isaac was taking over more and more of the work
caring for the camels and sheep and cattle. Abraham could see how lonely Isaac was and he
wanted to see Isaac happily married before he died. However the young women who lived in
their area were all idol worshippers. They would have big festivals and party all night when
they went to worship their images of stone or gold or silver. They would take food to these
statues and dress them in fancy clothes and pray to the statues. Some of them would even kill
their babies in order to please the wicked idol worshipping priests.
God hated idol worship and Abraham didn't want this kind of wife
for his son Isaac. Both Abraham and Isaac loved the true God and
followed God's teachings and [saac wanted a wife who would also
love God and obey his ways. idols

One day Abraham received news from his relatives who lived far in the north in a town called
Haran. He heard all about their jobs and their families and the kind of town they lived in. One
piece of news made Abraham very happy. He learned that his brother had a son named Laban
who was now the head of the household. Laban's sister was named Rebecca and she was just
the right age to get married but so far had not found a bridegroom.

Abraham called his most trusted servant named Eliezar. Abraham told him, "I want you to go
to my relatives who are living in Haran. You are to find a wife for Isaac among my relatives."
This seemed like a hard job for Eliezar to do. He didn't even know who Abraham's relatives
were and he asked, "What if I can't find a young woman who will be willing to travel all that
distance?" Eliezar thought no woman would be willing to come to a foreign land in order to
marry a complete stranger. Eliezar asked Abraham, "Iif the woman is unwilling to come back
with me? Shall I take Isaac to Haran to find a wife?"

"No," Abraham answered. "This is the land God promised us, Isaac must not leave this land.
God will be with you and will help you find a willing bride for my son."

Abraham had a lot of faith in God, didn't he? How would you like to go to a strange town and
find a certain house and then ask the people in that house to give you their pet dog so you could
take it far away with you? This is almost like what Abraham was asking Eliezar to do.
Abraham believed in God and knew God would be with Eliezar and help him out. God will
always help us out too if we pray to him and believe he will answer our prayers.
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Early the next morning Eliezer began getting ready for his journey. He picked out ten of the
fastest and best camels and Abraham brought him chests full of beautiful gifts of clothes,
jewelery and silver and gold articles. Eliezer some of the servants were to go with him and
once everything was loaded they started on their long journey.

It would have taken several days to reach the city of Haran. "-i \
In the center of the city was a big well of water. Every day

the women of the city would come to the well to get some water in jars and pots to take to
their homes. No one had water faucets in their homes. There were no bathtubs or showers or
sinks or any running water. The water they washed in, cooked with and drank all came from
the jars of water the women would carry home. Some of them carried the water on their
heads! How would you like to walk from the middle of town carrying a jar of water on your
head?

Eliezer was worried, for he didn't know how he would ever find Abraham's
relatives. When Eliezer reached the well he got off the camels and did a
most important thing. Do you know what he did?
Eliezer knelt down on the ground and prayed to God for help. We should
always remember that God is near us and can hear our prayers. Do you
pray to God when you don't know what is best to do? It's a good thing
to remember; we should always pray to God first before we make big
decisions.
Eliezer prayed and said, "Please Lord, give me a sign; many young women of the city are
coming out to draw water from the well. If I ask any of the young women for a drink from her
jar of water and she gives me a drink and also says, "I'll water your camels too," let her be the
one you have chosen for Isaac's bride." Eliezer probably thought he would have to ask many
of the girls for a drink before he found the right one, but just as he looked up from praying,
here came a beautiful girl. She put her jar deep into the well and pulling it up full of water.
Eliezer approached the girls and asked, "Would you give me a drink of water, please?" The
girl said, "Of course sir and here, let me water your camels also." This was the sign!!!
Eliezer was filled with joy and amazement that God had answered his prayer so quickly.
Eliezer asked what her name was. She told him her name was Rebekah and she was the
grandaughter of Nahor. Eliezer was even more delighted, for Nahor was Abraham's brother!
God had been very good to Eliezer and he quickly bowed to the ground and say a grateful
prayer of thanks to God!






