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It had been some time since the day when Esau had sold his birthright to Jacob. Their

father, Isaac was growing old and he had become blind. Isaac spent more and more time

laying in bed with Rebekah close by to bring him water and fan him during the hottest part of

the day. Isaac didn't know how much longer he would live so one day he decided it was time

to give tlle birthright blessing to Esau, his oldest son. Isaac called Esau to him and said, "My

son, go hunting for a deer and cook me my favorite meal. When I have eaten then I will give

you the birthright blessing." This blessing was very important, for whatever the father said in

his blessing would come to pass. The one who received the blessing would have God's

promises as well as inherit all of the land and cattle and sheep and wealth of the family. The

one with the birthright would be ruler of his mother and brother as well as all of the servants.

Esau knew that he had sold the birthright to Jacob for a bowl of

bean stew but he didn't say a word about it to his father. Esau

wanted the birthright now, so he quickly got his bow and arrows

and headed for the hills, hoping he would soon fmd a deer.

Now Rebekah overheard what Isaac said to Esau. Long ago God had told her that Jacob

was to be the head of the household. She wondered why God would let Esau get the blessing

when it should belong to Jacob. Instead of waiting for God to take care of the problem,

Rebekah decided it was up to her to interfere before Isaac gave the blessing to his favorite son

rather than the son God had chosen. Quickly Rebekah called Jacob and told him her plan.

She would prepare a kid goat with Esau's recipe so it would taste like the deer Esau cooked,

and Jacob was to take it to his father and tell him he was Esau. "But mother," Jacob said, "I

don't have hairy skin like Esau does; my father will feel my skin and know I'm Jacob. I'll get

a curse me instead of the blessing. "

Even though Jacob and Esau were twins, they didn't look alike. Esau had bushy red hair

and his skin was very hairy too. Jacob had smooth skin and his hair wasn't red like Esau's.

Rebekah knew how to fix this problem. She took the soft, hairy skin of the kid goat and tied

the skin to the top of Jacob's hands and arms and she even put some on the back of his neck so

if Isaac hugged Jacob he would feel the hairy skin and think it was Esau.



LESSON # 13 2.

Jacob shouldn't have tried to trick his father, should he? He should have trusted in God to

give the blessing to him, but instead he agreed to all his mother said. To complete the deceit,

Rebekah went to Esau's tent and got his robe that smelled like the wheat fields and grass that

Esau walked through. She gave the robe to Jacob to wear when Jacob took the meat into his
father's room.

Isaac was laying on the bed with his eyes closed but he heard Jacob's footsteps. "Who is

there?" Isaac asked. "It is me, Esau," Jacob said, "I've cooked your favorite meal, please sit

up and eat it so you can bless me, father." Isaac didn't think this sounded like Esau, "How is

it you've found a deer so quickly?" Isaac asked. Jacob replied, "God gave me success." This

didn't sound a bit like something Esau would say. Esau probably would have gone into great

detail about how good he tracked the deer and how skillful his shots were. Esau didn't talk

much about God helping him. Isaac said, "Come nearer my son." Jacob was probably

shaking with fear by now. Why did his father sound so suspicious? Jacob bowed down

beside his father's bed and Isaac reached up and his hand touched Jacob's

arm. He felt the fuzzy goat skin, then Isaac said, "The voice is Jacob's

voice but the hands are the hands of Esau. Are you my son Esau?"

Jacob must have felt very bad about tricking his father, but he again

lied and said, "Yes, I'm Esau." Finally Isaac was satisfied and he sat up and began to eat of

the tasty meat Jacob had brought him.

As soon as the meal was finished Isaac said, "come give me a kiss my son." As Jacob bowed

down to kiss his father, Isaac smelled the robe he was wearing and Isaac said, "See, the smell

of my son is the smell of the field which the Lord has blessed. May God give you the dew of

heaven and the richness of the earth. May he give you abundance of grain and new wine.

May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. You will be lord over your brother and

your mother's son will bow down to you. Those who curse you will be cursed and those who

bless you will be blessed." Then Isaac lay down to rest and Jacob went quickly out of the

room. How do you think Jacob felt by now? He had received the blessing but he had

deceived his old father and had lied over and over to him. How would you feel if you told

your father a lie in order to get something you wanted? It would be a pretty bad feeling,

wouldn't it? Your memory verse is really easy this time, but it's an important verse to learn.




