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Genesis 28-29

Jacob had to leave his home and family and travel far to the north to stay with his uncle Laban.

Do you remember why Jacob had to leave home? His brother Esau wanted to kill him, for

Jacob had received the blessings of his father that Esau thought should have been his (even

though Esau had sold his birthright to Jacob for some food long ago).

Jacob no doubt was a little homesick and scared, for he had never traveled far from home

before. After walking all day Jacob [mally found a resting place to stop and eat some of the

food his mother had packed for him. It was growing dark and there were weeds and thistles on

the ground. Jacob found a bare spot and lay down with a large stone under his head for a

pillow. That would be a pretty uncomfortable pillow, wouldn't it? That night Jacob had a

strange dream. He dreamed that he saw a tall stairway leading into heaven. On the stairs were

angels going up and down and God was standing at the top of the stairs.

Jacob heard God saying "I am the God of your fathers, Abraham

and Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which

you are lying. Your descendants will be as many as the dust of the

ground." That would be a lot of people, wouldn't it?

God then said, "all peoples on the earth will be blessed through you

and your descendants," (Jacob's descendants were the Jewish people and today they live in that

same land where Jacob was sleeping that night). Then God said, "I will be with you and will

watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land." This made Jacob feel

much better now. He no longer needed to be afraid or lonesome, for God would be with him
and take care of him.

In those days people carried small leather bottles of oil with them for special uses, like putting

on wounds or for religious purposes, like pouring on an altar when making sacrifices. The next

morning when Jacob woke up, he knew this was a very special place. Jacob took his bottle of

oil and setting up his rock pillow, he poured some oil over to anoint the rock and mark the

place where he had the special dream. Then Jacob named the place "Bethel," which means

"house of God." Jacob wanted to remember where this place was so he could set up an altar
there when he returned to his home.

As Jacob packed the blankets on his donkey, he wondered how long before he would return to

this spot. Jacob didn't realize it would be many years before he would ever see this place again.




