
1.

Genesis 32-35

Jacob and his family were heading to the land of Canaan; this was where Jacob had lived

long before he had married and had children. Do you remember how many children Jacob

had? By now he had 11 sons and one daughter. That's quite a big family, isn't it? How

would you like to have that many brothers and sister?

Jacob had a twin brother named Esau who lived way to the south. Jacob had left home long

ago because Esau had threatened to kill him. Now many years had passed and Jacob was

hoping he and Esau could be friends once again. Jacob sent a messenger to tell Esau he was

coming home and he hoped Esau wasn't still angry at him.

That evening Jacob and his family stopped beside a small river for the night. The animals

would have green grass to eat and plenty of water and here the family set up their tents. The

women could wash their clothes and the young children could play by the river and the older

ones help with the herds of cattle and sheep while they waited for the messenger. Soon after

they stopped the messenger returned He had ridden very fast to tell Jacob that Esau was

coming to meet him, and Esau had 400 men with him! Jacob was frightened, for why would

Esau have so many men with him unless he meant to harm them. What should he do?

What do you think Jacob did? He did a very important thing. He bowed

down and prayed to God. Jacob asked God to deliver him and his family

from his brother Esau. Before he did anything else, Jacob turned to God for help.

He knew God would hear his prayers and answer them. Jacob set us a good example, for we

should always turn to God fIrst when we are worried or in trouble. We are told to "pray

without ceasing or stopping. This doesn't mean we are to never say anything but prayers all

day long, but that we should be ready to pray at any moment day or night when we want to

thank God for something, or talk over a trouble with God or ask God for help. Your memory
verse for this lesson is from I Thessalonians 5:17-18:

"Pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks: for this is the will of God"

When you've learned the verse put a check mark here _

God is very pleased when we turn to him for help and when we thank him for all we have.

We should pray often, for we can talk all kinds of problems over with God.




