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Jacob owned many sheep, goats and cattle, but he was fortunate to have a lot of help with his

flocks and herds. Jacob had twelve sons, ranging in age from grown-up Reuben down to baby
Benjamin. Jacob had one son that he loved more than any of the others; this was 17 year old

Joseph. Joseph was a kind and loving son who cheerfully obeyed his father's wishes. This

caused trouble in the family because the other sons were jealous of Joseph.

Do you know what it means to be jealous? It means to feel angry or unhappy because we

think someone has better things or is liked better than we are. The more we are jealous of

someone, the more we dislike them. Do you think it is pleasing to God to be jealous over

something someone else has? No, for God gives us what we need and we know he takes care

of us. We should feel happy for a brother, sister or friend if they get something we don't, or if

they seem to get more attention at times than we do. We know that if we do what's right, try to

be cheerful and helpful and kind that we will get the attention we deserve, won't we?

Joseph's brothers had another reason to dislike him. Sometimes they would cheat or steal from

their father. When selling the sheep perhaps they would keep the money and say a wild animal

killed that sheep, or perhaps they would keep a healthy calf and put it in with their own

animals instead of reporting it to their father. Joseph saw what his brothers did and told his
father about the wrong. This made the brothers hate Jospeh all the more.

One day Jacob decided to give Joseph a special gift to thank him for all that Jospeh did for

him. Jacob bought some soft, warm, material and he worked for many days, sewing beautiful

colored threads into designs on a long robe or coat for Joseph. There was no other coat like

this anywhere around and it showed great honor. A robe like this was often worn by the head

of a house or a priest or even a king.

Joseph was just a young man, not a king or priest but owning

this robe showed how much his father honored Joseph, more

than all his other sons. This wasn't very good for the family

as it made the brothers even more jealous.

However, Joseph was very pleased with his new robe and he

wore it everywhere!



LESSON # 17 2.

One night Joseph had a strange dream and when he woke up he told his father and brothen

about it. "Listen to my dream, I dreamed my brothers and I were in the wheat field and eacl

of us were tying up bundles of wheat and standing them upright. Suddenly, all my brother'~

bundles of wheat bowed down to my bundle of wheat! "

"WHAT?" His brothers cried, "Do you think that WE would EVER

bow down to YOU!" and they angrily stomped off. "What did I do

wrong?" Joseph asked, "All I did was tell them the dream, it's not my

fault I had that dream." It seemed like poor Joseph couldn't ever do

anything to please his brothers.

A few nights later Joseph had another strange dream. This time he dreamed about the sur

and moon and stars. In the dream Joseph was standing looking up to heaven when the sun

moon and stars all bowed down to him. Jospeh didn't know what this meant and he went tc

his father and brothers again and told them the dream. This time even his father was angry

"The sun represents the head of the house, that's me," his fatheJ

said. "The moon represents the woman of the house, that's yow

mother and the stars would represent all your brothers." Then hi~

father frowned and told Jacob, "Do you really think that yow

mother and I and your brothers will all bow down to you?" Joseph hung his head and slowly

walked off. He didn't dream these things on purpose, but he probably decided never to tel]

anyone about his dreams from then on.

Jacob and his sons didn't know that these dreams were sent from God and they really

WOULD come true one day. We'llleam about his parents and brothers bowing to Joseph ill

a later story, though.

Joseph's brothers began to mock him and call him "the dreamer." "Hey dreamer, what did

you dream today? Are the goats to bow down to you?" Then they would laugh or hit out a1

Joseph. Joseph's brothers grew to hate their young brother and were being cruel to him, so

one day their father sent the brothers to a pasture that was far away from home but he kep1

Joseph nearby.




