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Genesis 39-40

Joseph was just a teenager when he was taken as a slave to a far away land called Egypt. He

was put in chains and made to stand in front of a large group of people who would yell, "I'll

pay 10 pieces of silver for him," or "I'll pay 12 pieces of silver." Joseph was probably very

frightened and hoped he would be sold to a kind master. An important man named Potiphar

decided to buy Joseph. As Joseph rode home with Potiphar he looked at the glittering temples

to false gods and when he entered the house he saw statues of gold and silver and paintings

on the wall of strange looking idols that ) ~

the Egyptians believed in.

Joseph knew these were only statues ..
and paintings. He believed in the true God who made heaven and earth and everything on

earth. Joseph prayed that God would be with him in this strange land.

Potiphar wondered what kind of slave he was getting. Would Joseph have to be whipped to

do his jobs? Would he be lazy or a thief? Even though Joseph received no pay for his jobs,

he worked very hard for Potiphar because he believed in doing his very best, no matter what

the job. Soon Potiphar could see that Joseph was his very best worker and after awhile

Potiphar put Jospeh over all his household. Joseph would see to it that there was the proper

food in the house, that Potiphar's flocks and herds had the right kind of care and Jospeh

would see to it that supplies were bought and the bills were paid.

What kind of worker are you? Do you try to get out of jobs around the house or only do

them half way and then go outside and play? Sometimes we probably are like this, but if we

want to please God we will always try to do our very best, even if we don't like the jobs we

are given to do. As you grow older you will have more and more work to do for others and

eventually you'll have a job and work for a boss. God tells us in the Bible that even if we

don't like our jobs or don't like having to work for others, we should always try to do our very
best for them.

In Colossians 3:23 we are told: "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as

working for the Lord, not for men. "

This is the way Joseph worked and it pleased God. This is your memory verse for this

lesson. Put a check mark in the box when you know it and try to practice doing your very

best when given a job.

Because Joseph pleased God, he was blessed by God and everything he did turned out very

well for him. Potiphar was very pleased by Joseph's work and was kind to Joseph as well.




