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Genesis 43,44:1-13

The terrible famine was still on the land of Egypt and Canaan where Jacob (who was now

called Israel) and his son's lived. When the 10 sons had returned from the land of Egypt with

sacks full of grain, everyone thought that would last until the famine was over. However, as

the days went by the sacks of grain got lower and lower until one day it was all gone.

Israel called his sons together and said, "You must return to Egypt and buy us some more

grain for our fields, our cattle and our food." The sons looked worried, "But father, don't you

remember, the govenor of Egypt said we would not be able to buy grain unless we brought

our youngest brother Benjamin with us." Israel paced up and down and pulled at his hair; he

knew they had to have grain but he didn't want to send Benj amin with them for fear

something bad would happen to him. Judah spoke up, "Father, if you will send Benjamin

with me I promise to watch over him. If anYthing happens to Benjamin I will take the blame

forever." Reuben also spoke up and said, "We promise to watch over Benjamin and make
sure he is safe."

Israel was very unhappy, but he knew his family had to have food or they would all starve.

"Very well, Benjamin may go," he said sadly. "When you leave take the govenor of Egypt a

present of the best of the land. I'll send you with some spices, some balm and mYrrh, a little

honey along with some nuts and almonds."

Does this seem like a funny present to send a ruler? Well, it was a good present for those

days. Spices were very hard to get and very expensive, balm was a sweet smelling oil used

for medicine and mYrrh was a very precious perfume, and the land of Canaan was famous for

it's honey and nuts. This was a very special gift Israel was sending to the ruler of Egypt.

Israel didn't know that the one who would receive his gift was his own son, Joseph. Israel

thought Joseph was dead and had no idea that the one who sent him grain was his very own
lost son!

Then Israel said, "You must also return the money you found in your

grain sacks when you left Egypt last time, and be sure and take more

money to buy more grain." When they were in Egypt before,

Jospeh had returned all their money in their grain sacks.




