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Exodus 1,2

1.

In our last lesson we told about Joseph bringing his father Jacob and all his family to Egypt.

His father and his 11 brothers and their families settled in one part of Egypt called the Land of

Goshen. This land was separated from the main land of Egypt by a river. It was a good land

for raising cattle and sheep and here the children of Israel kept away from the idol worship of

the Egyptians. This was very important, for God wants his people to love him and obey his

laws, rather than worship fancy statues of gold or silver. Idol worshippers did many bad

things and God warned his people to stay away from them or they might sin also.

When Jesus was here on earth, he prayed to God and asked him to keep his followers away

from the evil of the world. Just as the Israelites had to work close to the Egyptians, we have

to go to school with some who don't believe the way we do, don't we? Some people may

want us to do wrong things, play mean jokes on others or cheat on tests or tell lies. We have

to live around people like that, but with God's help we will be able to resist their bad ideas and

perhaps even try and help them to be better people and do things God's way.

Jesus prayed to God and said: "My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but

that you protect them from evil." John 17:15

This will be your memory verse. When you've learned it put a check in the box.

Many years went by and even after Joseph, his father and brothers had all died, their

descendants still lived in the land of Goshen, raising sheep and cattle and farming the land.

But one day a new Pharoah (king) sat on the throne of Egypt. This Pharoah wasn't friendly to

the children of Israel like the old Pharoah had been. He sent guards who forced the children

of Israel to be his slaves. The Israelites had to work very hard in the Egyptian's fields and in

the palace and in the mud ponds making bricks for the huge palaces and pyramids and statues

that the Pharoah wanted built. Slave masters with whips would beat the Israelites

if they didn't work hard enough, they expected the Israelites to become weak .

and that many of them would die. But guess what?

God was watching over his people and instead of growing weak and

dying, they became stronger and had more and more children who grew

up strong and brave.

Soon Pharoah became worried; the Israelites might even become strong

enough to rebel again him. Perhaps they could even take over the rule of

Egypt! What should he do, the Pharoah wondered.




