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Moses had traveled to the land of Egypt with his brother Aaron in order to ask Pharaoh to

let the children of Israel go. Moses and Aaron followed God's instructions and when

Pharaoh wouldn't listen to them, God had them stretch out the rod and all the water of the

Nile River turned to blood. When Pharaoh wouldn't listen, God caused a terrible plague of

frogs in Egypt. Pharaoh begged Moses to pray for the frogs to go away. Jannes and

Jambres were the names of Pharaoh's head magicians. Through trickery they also made

the water seem to turn red and frogs appear. So Pharaoh hardened his heart ...this means he

got stubborn and refused to let the Israelites leave.

Moses and Aaron once again went to the palace and asked Pharaoh to let the Israelites go.

Pharaoh frowned and started to order them out when Moses told Aaron, "hit the ground

with my rod." Aaron took the rod and hit the dust and suddenly the dust started moving!

It was full of tiny insects that flew up and started landing on Pharaoh and all the people in

his court. These tiny insects were something like ticks that we have in our area. They

would land on people and animals, bite them and bury their heads into the skin to suck out

blood. No matter how hard you try to pull them off, they are stuck tight. This caused very

painful sores on animals as well as men, women and children. Everywhere the dust was

full of these tiny insects. The magicians Jannes and Jambres tried to make some kind of

trickery to show Pharaoh they could also had this kind of power, but they couldn't do it.

The little bugs were biting Jannes and Jambres also, and they were frightened. They went

to Pharaoh and said, "This ~ the hand of God!" Do you think this changed Pharaoh's

mind? No, this king was very stubborn and angry and he wouldn't let the slaves go.
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God told Moses to go to the river early in the morning and meet Pharaoh as he came out to

bathe. It was cool in the early morning and as they stood by the gentle

lapping water, they saw Pharaoh coming to the river with a frown on I

his face, trying to pick off the tiny insects. When he looked up and ).,; ,
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saw Moses and Aaron, the king frowned even more. Moses said, 'L. I ',I

"The Lord says, 'Let my people go, so they may serve me." ~' ....: ':' f ,<",.

If you won't let them go, the Lord will send swarms of flies ~;,':: ..;, " f \, .
on you and your servants. .~. . I'. ..:'~
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Moses said, "Tomorrow at this time, there will be swarms of flies on you and your

servants. They will be in the houses, on the ground, on your food, in your hair and eyes.

The land will be full of flies!" Moses continued, "However, so you may know these

plagues come from the Lord, the children of Israel will have no flies in their homes in the

land of Goshen." Pharaoh thought, "How could one stop flies at a certain spot? Moses

and Aaron must be crazy!"

The next morning Pharaoh woke up with a noise in his ears and a crawling feeling on his

skin. His room was filled with swarming black insects. These were probably not like the

flies we see around our house, some say they were an Egyptian beetle. These ugly, black

insects not only bite, they cause a burning itch on people. They also eat anything they

come to ...books, clothes, plants, etc. In all the Egyptian homes these ugly insects were

crawling on the walls and in the beds. An Egyptian would go to put on his clothes and
three or four beetles hidden in the cloth would bite him. When he shook them out he would

find holes in his clothes where the beetles had been eating the cloth. The beetles slithered

and crunched underfoot, ate all the plants and furniture they came to and made burning

itches on all the people. But there were no beetles in the land of
Goshen where the Israelite slaves lived.

Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and asked, .~: ,"~;.
"What do you want? Get rid of this terrible plague!" . ,;.,~"!....•~.,

Moses and Aaron said, "You must let our people go into the t ~~~:.,;~-:t
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wilderness so we can do sacrifices and worship our God." *'.' .~

Pharaoh thought he could make a bargain with God and he said, "Okay, you can make a

sacrifice to your God, but do it here in Egypt." Pharaoh didn't want his slaves to leave the

land of Egypt. He wanted the slaves to stay nearby so they could quickly continue their

work. Pharaoh thought he could half-way obey God. Do you think this works? Can we

ever obey God just "half-way?" No, we must obey all of God's words, not just the ones

that we like. Pharaoh was the leader of all Egypt. He had a chance to listen to God and

obey his words, but he refused. Years later a man named Joshua was the leader of the

children of Israel. God asked him to obey and this is what God said:

"Be careful to obey ALL the law Moses gave you; do not turn from it •.. that you may

be successful wherever you go." Joshua 1:7

Learn this for your memory verse and put a check in the gold box when you know it.

This is good advice for all of us - obey God completely and we will be successful!




