
1.

Exodus 13, 14

The Children of Israel were free at last to leave the land of Egypt. It was hard for them to

believe they would never be slaves again. The men and women marched along, driving the

animals before them, while the children ran and played, darting first one way and then
another to examine a new kind of flower or a fat lizard on a rock.

The shortest way to the promised land was through the land of the Philistines. These were a

people who had strong armies with lots of swords and spears. The Israelite slaves had very

few weapons and were not yet strong enough to wage war, so God led them another way. Do

you know how God led the children of Israel? By a tall cloud! In the day time

a white fluffy pillar of cloud went before them. In the night this white cloud
turned dark and looked like it had fITeinside of it.

This was like a night- light for the Israelites. They would have

enough light to see by when they set up their tents at night and cooked their

food. This was a comforting thing, for they could see that God was with them

everytime they looked at the pillar of cloud and pillar of fire.

Finally the first day of travel was over. The people weren't used to such long hours of

wlaking, pushing at the cattle and sheep to keep them moving" hauling carts full of their

belongings and packing the jewelry and gold they had been given by the Egyptians.

Everyone was very glad when the pillar of cloud stopped and as the sky began to get dark the

cloud started to glow with a soft fITe as the Israelites set up tents or gathered branches and

leaves to make little shelters to sleep under. The women prepared food for their suppers

while the children gathered wood for the fires, hauled water and helped take care of the

herds of cattle and sheep for the night. As the people went to bed that night they must have

been thinking of all the strange things that had happened to them in the last few days. They

were very tired and as they closed their eyes they weren't afraid, for the softly glowing cloud
of fire was there to watch over them.

Just as God watched over the Israelites, he also watches over us. We can't see God, nor can

we see a pillar of cloud or of fITe,but we know God watches over
us because the Bible tells us so. The Bible tells about God and

gives us his words. Your memory verse is from Psalms 145:20
"The Lord watches over all that love him .." That's a nice thou

isn't it? When you've learned the verse put a check mark here




