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Exodus 16 - 17

God was leading the children of Israel into the desert country. Do you remember how he

was leading them? a tall pillar of cloud would move ahead of them in the daytime and when

it was time to stop, the pillar of cloud would stop. When the darkness came, the cloud

would turn to a pillar of fIre to keep watch over the Israelites during the night.

The Israelites brought some food from their homes in Egypt, but soon the food began to run

out and the children of Israel began to grumble and complain. "We should have stayed in

Egypt where there was lots of meat and bread and good things to eat! Moses, why didn't

you let us die in Egypt instead of bringing us out to this· desert to die?" You've brought us

here to kill us with hunger!"

Do you ever say to your mother, "why didn't you buy the kind of cereal I like?" or "I don't

like what you have for dinner, I want a peanut butter and jelly sandwich instead of pork

chops"? Maybe you don't say exactly those words, but I think all of us complain at times,

don't we? Have you ever gone to the refrigerator and cupboards and they are absolutely

empty and there is no food in the house? I bet you always have some food, even if it isn't

your favorite kind of food. God tells us in the Bible that those who love him and try to do

right will NEVER go without food. David wrote a song and in it he said:

"I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread."
Psalms 37:25

This will be your memory verse for this lesson. When you have learned it put a check in the

gold box.

When the Israelites yelled at Moses and said, "You've brought us here to make us die of

hunger," they forgot who had really brought them there. Had Moses led them out of Egypt

or had God? God moved the pillar of cloud that they followed. God was the one who sent

plagues to make Pharaoh let them go, and God was the one who parted the Red Sea so they

could walk over on dry land, but they had already forgotten all the miracles God made for

them. Moses bowed his head and prayed and God told him what to say, "In the evening you

will have meat to eat and in the morning God will rain down bread from heaven." That

probably sounded like an impossible thing ... where would the meat come from? How could

bread come down from heaven? It would take a lot of faith to believe in that, wouldn't it?

do you think you would believe those words if you were an Israelite and very hungry?




