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Exodus 18-19

Moses was very lonely. He had so much to do during the day that he didn't think much

about it, but at night Moses missed the excited voices of his little boys and the warm smile

of his wife, Zipporah. Zipporah and the boys (Gershom and Eliezer) had stayed in Egypt

with Moses for awhile, but later Moses sent them home to their father so they would be

safe from the wicked Pharaoh and the plagues. Now Moses was leading the children of

Israel near to their home and he hoped that soon he would be able to see his wife and boys

agaIn.

As he neared their desert home, Moses saw a cloud of dust in the distance. It was his

father-in-law, Jethro riding toward them with servants on camels and donkeys. Moses ran

and hugged and kissed Jethro and asked him how he was, then he began to look all around

Jethro's group. There behind a camel was his wife Zipporah, shyly smiling at him.

"Surprise," yelled Gershom and Eliezer as they dashed out from among the servants.

Moses ran to hug and kiss them and they all probably cried a little as they were so glad to

be together once again.

That night Jethro gave them a big feast and they sat around the fire to listen as Moses told

Jethro all that had happened in Egypt. He told about the hard hearted Pharaoh and the

miracles God had caused. He told how God had made a path for them across the Red Sea

and how Pharaoh's army drowned when they tried to follow them. He also told Jethro and

his family about God giving them a pillar of cloud to lead them by day and the pillar of

fire that kept them safe during the night and the manna that kept them alive when their

food ran out. Jethro marveled at all the wonderful things God had done. Jethro said,

"Now I know that the Lord is greater than all the idol gods of other nations." Moses was

very glad that his father-in-law believed in God.

That evening Moses, Aaron and Jethro went to a special place where Jethro had made an

altar. Here they bowed down to pray and to offer a sacrifice to God.

When a person makes a sacrifice to God, he offers something precious

of his (like a perfect lamb with no diseases or bumps or scars) to show
God how much he loves him and how much he thanks God for all he

has done for them.




