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1.

Moses told the children of Israel the 10 commandments that God had given them. The

Israelites said, "All that God has commanded, we will do." The commandments weren't

written down yet, so God called to Moses and told him to come back to the top of the

mountain and God would give him other commandments for the people. God would tell

them different ways to live in order to take care of each other and take care of their animals

and their farms, for when they reached the promised land. Moses left Aaron in charge of

the camp while he went up to the mountain but he took a young man part way up the

mountain with him. This man was named Joshua. Joshua had been a good helper to Moses

all during the journey through the wilderness and he was in charge of Israel's army. Moses

told Joshua to wait part way up the mountain, for only Moses would be able to approach
God.

As the people watched, Moses entered the dark cloud that covered the mountain. There

were flashes of lightning and fITe seen in the cloud and a loud rumbling like thunder. They

wondered how Moses could stand to go into that frightning cloud! God took care of Moses

though, and an angel of God talked with Moses, giving him God's laws for the people. God

told Moses about a beautiful tent he and the people were to build for a place to come and

worship God. There was to be a High Priest to make sacrifices for the people and the angel

of God told Moses just how the Priest's clothing was to be made and what kind of duties the

High Priest would have. Then God cut two tables of stone out of the mountain and wrote

on these tables with his finger. This was a miracle and would have been frightning to see.

Moses was very special to get to talk to God's angel this way and to be able to see the

power of God.

All of this took a long time. Do you know how long Moses was on the mountain talking to

God? He was in that dark, frightning, cloud for 40 days and 40 nights! As each day passed

the people kept expecting Moses to come back down the mountain, but there was no sign of

him. Finally they got tired of waiting for Moses and they decided he was never going to

return. Perhaps he got a heart attack and died, or a bolt of

lightning killed him, they figured. They didn't have enough

faith or trust in God, for Moses had said he would return.

Pretty soon they began to grumble and complain to
Aaron.




