wm.g LESSON <= '

Genesis 6 - 7

Do you remember who Seth was? Seth was the name of the child that was born to Adam
and Eve after Cain had killed his brother Abel. Seth grew up to be a good man who loved
God's ways and tried to do right. Seth's children and grandchildren were called the "sons of
God" because they followed God's ways and tried to please God. Cain had left God's ways
and wandered around most of his life. His children and grandchildren became famous and
important in their own eyes. They were called "sons of men" for they were only interested
in men's importance. Some of the sons of men became great musicians, some built big
cities and were very important (called "giants" because they did so man great things that
men and women thought were important). Can you think of some "giants of men or
women" of our time? Perhaps the President of the United States could be called a giant of a
man, or maybe the Mayor of your town. Perhaps a man or woman who is a Rock Star or a
Movie Star would be called a giant in people's eyes because they are so popular.

As time went on, those who followed God's teachings (the sons of God) began to look at
some of the beautiful and popular women who were from the sons of men (Cain's
descendents). Soon they began to think "these people aren't so bad...well, maybe they don't
believe in God, but hey, what's so bad about that? Maybe they worship the things they
make and the money and the popularity, but that's okay, I like these people anyway! Well,
some do kill each other, hurt their children and steal and lie, but that's not so bad, really.
Do you think these things are bad? Yes, God thought so too! The Bible tells us that the
sons of God began to marry the daughters of men and people became more and more
wicked. Soon there were people stealing from each other, some hurt their little children and
some killed others. Time went on and soon there was only one family left who tried to
follow God's ways. How do you think God would feel about all this wickedness? God was
very sad that his people had turned so bad. He was angry at the wickedness and the hurt
that they did to each other.

God didn't want his beautiful earth ruined by the wicked people who only wanted to hurt
and kill. The one family that was still following God was Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham

and Japheth and their wives.



LESSON # 4 2:

Noah and his family lived among a lot of bad people but they tried to live right and loved Goc
Noah tried to teach God's ways to his neighbors but they didn't want to listen to Noah an
would only laugh at him and his belief in God. One day God appeared to Noah in a dream an
said "Noah, I am going to destroy all the wicked people on the earth, but I will save you an
your family. You are to build an ark, using my building plans." Do you know what an ark is
An ark means "chest" like a box or a basket. When God said to build an ark, he meant a ver
oig box-like boat. It was almost as big as an ocean liner or a cruises ship.
T'he ark was three stories tall. Sometime ask Mom or Dad to show you a
building that is three stories tall, so you can picutre how tall the ark was.
Noah was to build lots of rooms in the ark ... what do you think the rooms
were for? Lots of animals of all sizes and shapes and kinds, plus rooms for
Noah and his family.

Noah was to save some of each kind of animal and some of every kind of food there was th:
grew on the earth. God said he was going to bring a great flood to wash away all the evil an
make the earth washed and clean with only good people left to start life new. Noah was to sav
seven of the clean animals. What do you think he meant by "clean" animals? Were these th:
washed themselves often? No, Noah meant the animals that were safe to eat and ones that Go
wanted in the sacrifices when men built altars and prayed to him. Some clean animals wer

sheep and cows and doves
_ ‘i Noah was to save two of each of the unclean animals,
male and a female animal so they could have babie
Unclean animals were ones that were dangerous fc
people to eat, ones like pigs and vultures. Pigs had diseases tha

“ people could catch and vultures ate dead things that could mak

people sick if they ate them. The Bible tells of many more of the
clean and unclean animals.

We don't know how the jobs were divided up, but we can guess. Perhaps Noah would make tt
plans and direct the building of the ark while Shem would cut trees and perhaps Ham woul
saw boards and do the nailing for building the ark. Perhaps Japheth and his wife would gath:
the animals and Noah's wife and the other daughters-in-law would start putting food and plan
in baskets to store on the ark. It would have taken a long time and a lot of work. Noah didr
quit preaching to the people though, he tried his best to reach them and warn them of the b
flood that God was going to bring. Do you think any of the people listened to Noah?






