
1.

Genesis 13 - 14

Abram, Saria and their nephew Lot were happy to be leaving Egypt. They had traveled to

Egypt because of a famine in the land but when they were there, the mighty Pharoah had taken

Sarai away from Abram and put her in his palace. Do you remember how Sarai got out of the

palace? God rescued Sarai; He sent a sickness on Pharoah and his household and Pharoah

quickly sent for Abram and told him to take Sarai and Lot and leave Egypt.

They were all very happy to see the land of Israel again. This was the

land promised to him by God. Do you remember how long Abram and his

descendants were to live in the land God promised him? It was forever, wasn't it? This meant

Abram would have to wait until Jesus returns to raise him from the grave and then he will live

forever in this promised land. Abram and his family traveled past new green shoots of grain

and fruit trees beginning to blossom. There was no longer a famine in the land and Abram and

Lot were anxious to plant some grain and get their tents set up. First Abram stopped to build

an altar and say a prayer of thanks to God. Abram always put God first didn't he? When we

are happy and God has taken care of us with a warm home, a loving family and food on the

table, it's good to stop and say "Thank You" to our Father in heaven for all he does.

God had blessed Abram in many ways and one way was in many cattle, and sheep,

donkeys and camels. Abram's nephew Lot was now grown up and he also owned

lots of cattle, sheep, donkeys and camels. They needed lots of helpers to take

~" care of the different herds of animals. These helpers were called "herdsmen."

One day the herdsmen of Abram were moving their sheep to a new pasture. Suddenly there

was a shout from Lot's herdsmen. "Hey, you can't put your sheep here, this is where our sheep

are going to pasture," Lot's herdsmen said.

"Oh Yeah," said Abram's herdsmen. "We got here first, so what are you going to do about it?"

Does this sound like something you might hear on the school grounds sometimes? Instead of

being polite and giving in, sometimes we just want to fight for what we think are "my rights,"

don't we? This isn't what is pleasing to God, though. Lot's herdsmen and Abram's herdsmen

began to fight all the more and more often. They each wanted the best wells and the best

pastures and soon there were fights and quarreling all the time. This

made Abram very, very sad.



LESSON # 7 2.

One day Abram called Lot and said, "Nephew, we have problems. We both have so much

livestock, we can't keep them separate and our herdsmen are constantly fighting. We will

have to separate. Let's climb the hill behind our tents and we'll look over the land and see

what we can do." So they climbed the hill to look over all the country around them. Then

Abram did a very unselfish thing. All this land had been promised to him and he was the

head of the household, but instead of saying "I want this certain land for mine" he said to Lot,

"you choose where you would like to live and I'll take whatever area you don't want."

Do you think it's easy to be unselfish? If you had a choice of having the new toy or taking an

old beat up one, would you let your little brother or sister or your friend have the first choice?

That would be pretty hard to do, wouldn't it? But that's what Abram did, he didn't want to be

selfish, he wanted to follow God's ways by treating others as he would like to be treated.

Lot looked all around him and there to the south were green trees

and fields full of golden ripe grain. The River Jordan was close by

so there would be plenty of water for his animals. There were also

some towns close by where there was a lot of activity going on; Lot's wife liked towns, and

she would be happy there. Lot chose this area and soon he and his wife and their two little

girls packed up their tents and they moved with all his flocks and herds. Sarai and Abram

must have felt very sad to see Lot move away. He had grown up in their home and was like a

son to them but they knew this was the only way to keep the peace.

That afternoon Abram went out to the hill where he and Lot had stood. He was probably

feeling sad and lonely. Abram suddenly heard the voice of God. "Abram, look north and

south, east and west; all the land that you see will be given to you and your seed forever." (his

"seed" meant his children, grandchildren and their children). Abram's "seed" can also be

called offspring or descendants. God told Abram, "Your offspring (seed) will be like the dust

of the ground. If a man can count the dust then he can count your offspring."

Have you ever tried to count grains of dirt or sand? Try picking up a handful of dirt and see if

you can count each little peice of dirt or how many grains of sand you can count when you go

to a beach. Abrams offspring would be as many as a whole earth full

of grains of dirt or sand. That woud certainly be a \

lot of children and grandchildren, wouldn't it? 1-•
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