BIBLE LESSON # 17 1.
Genesis 31
Do you think it's okay to take something that belongs to another person when they aren't
looking? If your friend Bobby has a truck that you want, is it okay to take it home and keep
it? If your friend Emily has a teddy bear that she throws on the floor and kicks, then is it
alright to take the teddy bear home when she isn't looking?

No, this would be stealing and God tells us in the Bible that we should not steal! Well, today
we are going to tell a story about a lady who didn't follow God's laws.

Jacob was married to Leah and Rachel, and their father's name was Laban. Now Laban had
been very unfair to his two daughters. Laban had taken the money that belonged to Leah and
Rachel and Laban had been unfair to Jacob as well. Jacob had worked many 4,

long, hard, days and nights for Laban and Laban
kept trying to cheat Jacob. This wasn't right, was it?
But, does that mean it was okay for one of Laban's
daughters to steal from Laban? No, it's never right to
steal, is it?

Lesson # 17 2:

One night Jacob had a dream and God told Jacob he needed to leave Laban's home and go on
a long journey. Jacob's father lived far away and Jacob was to take his wives and children
and go back to his father's land. This pleased Jacob, so the next morning he had his older
sons help him round up the sheep and goats and cows and camels, while the younger children
helped their mothers pack up the clothes and tents and cooking pots. Little Joseph was the
baby of the family and he probably sat on the ground and wondered why everyone was
hurrying around and putting all their things on donkeys and camels!

Laban and his older sons were working far away at the time, so they didn't know Jacob and
his family were going to leave. Just as everything was almost packed, Rachel
thought of something. Her father owned an important idol called a teraphim.
The man who owned this idol would own a lot of land and so Laban was
very careful to keep the idol hidden in his room. Rachel searched Laban's
room and when she found the Teraphim idol, she took it and hid it in

her camel's saddle! Why do you think she did that?







