BIBLE LESSON # 18 k:

Jacob was on a long journey going to his father's home. Jacob had his wives and children
with him and he had many cows and donkeys and sheep and camels as well. Jacob's twin
brother Esau, had been mad at Jacob when he left home, and now Jacob heard that Esau had
400 men with him and he was coming to meet Jacob. This scared Jacob, for why would
Esau bring so many men with him unless he wanted to attack Jacob and his family? Jacob
had an idea, perhaps if he sent his brother a gift, Esau wouldn't attack them.

What kind of gift do you think Jacob sent to Esau? Gold? Jewels? Candy? No, what Jacob
sent was a lot of his sheep and cattle and donkeys and camels. This would be a great gift in

those days! '

The night before Esau got to Jacob's camp, Jacob sent all his family

across a small river and he stayed on the other side. He couldn't sleep
and when Jacob was worried, he prayed for God's help. We can also pray
to God when we get worried or frightened, can't we?
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As Jacob was praying for help, suddenly someone appeared at his side. Jacob lunged at the
person and started wrestling with him! At first Jacob didn't know this was really an angel of
God's and not Esau or some other man. Jacob couldn't overcome the angel and as morning
came the angel touched Jacob on his hip and made his leg lame. When Jacob realized this
was an angel, he asked for a blessing from God. The angel said, "your name will no longer
be Jacob but you are to be called "ISRAEL" from now on, and you will have many children
and grandchildren and inherit the land that was promised to your ancestors."

Israel is a special name; first it was Jacob's name and later it was the name
of 12 tribes of people called "the children of Israel" and today your mother
or father will see the name of Israel in the newspaper or on TV
sometimes, for Israel is a whole big nation of people now.
After Jacob had wrestled with the angel he had a limp from then on, but he didn't mind that
because he received that great promise from God! From then on Jacob was known as Israel.






