e'< ¢ ) BIBLE LESSON # 27 1.
% Exodus 4

The children of Israel lived in Egypt and had to work very, very hard, for they were slaves.
A slave is a person who is owned by a master who makes them work long hours, with not
much food and no money. The master might whip the slaves and no one cared. It was a very
sad thing to be a slave. God watched over his people, the Israelites, and God was going to
help them. One day God spoke to Moses out of a burning bush. Do you remember that
story? God told Moses to go and help his people, who were called the children of Israel.

Do you think Moses wanted to go to Egypt and speak to the mighty king of Egypt? This
king was called a Pharoah and he was very mean and stubborn. Moses

told God he really didn't want to go, but God said he would send Moses' a
brother Aaron to help and God would be with them. Moses said, "What if
the Israelites won't listen to me? How will they know you sent me?"

God asked Moses, "What is that in your hand?"

(What do you think it was? Here is a picture - It's called a staff or a rod)

#27 2.
Then God told Moses, "Throw your staff on the ground." This seemed strange to Moses,
why would he throw his staff down? But Moses obeyed God, so he threw his staff down.
What do you think happened? The staff turned into a long, slithery snake! Moses jumped
back and God said, "Now take ahold of the snake's tail and pick it up."

Oh Oh! What do you think would happen if you take ahold of a snakes tail? It can turn
around and bite you, can't it? Moses was afraid, but still he obeyed God. Moses trusted that
God wouldn't let the snake hurt him. He was shaking when he reached down and grasped
the snake by the tail. What happened? Did the snake bite him? No, God was showing
Moses how powerful he was and that Moses could trust him, because God wouldn't hurt
him. When Moses took the snake by the tail, the snake turned back into a rod again! Wow!
God can do magical things, can't he? -

God said, if the Israelites don't believe you, show them
this sign. Throw your rod down in front of them and it

will turn into a snake.






