e'< ¢ ) BIBLE LESSON # 27 1.
% Exodus 4

The children of Israel lived in Egypt and had to work very, very hard, for they were slaves.
A slave is a person who is owned by a master who makes them work long hours, with not
much food and no money. The master might whip the slaves and no one cared. It was a very
sad thing to be a slave. God watched over his people, the Israelites, and God was going to
help them. One day God spoke to Moses out of a burning bush. Do you remember that
story? God told Moses to go and help his people, who were called the children of Israel.

Do you think Moses wanted to go to Egypt and speak to the mighty king of Egypt? This
king was called a Pharoah and he was very mean and stubborn. Moses

told God he really didn't want to go, but God said he would send Moses' a
brother Aaron to help and God would be with them. Moses said, "What if
the Israelites won't listen to me? How will they know you sent me?"

God asked Moses, "What is that in your hand?"

(What do you think it was? Here is a picture - It's called a staff or a rod)
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Then God told Moses, "Throw your staff on the ground." This seemed strange to Moses,
why would he throw his staff down? But Moses obeyed God, so he threw his staff down.
What do you think happened? The staff turned into a long, slithery snake! Moses jumped
back and God said, "Now take ahold of the snake's tail and pick it up."

Oh Oh! What do you think would happen if you take ahold of a snakes tail? It can turn
around and bite you, can't it? Moses was afraid, but still he obeyed God. Moses trusted that
God wouldn't let the snake hurt him. He was shaking when he reached down and grasped
the snake by the tail. What happened? Did the snake bite him? No, God was showing
Moses how powerful he was and that Moses could trust him, because God wouldn't hurt
him. When Moses took the snake by the tail, the snake turned back into a rod again! Wow!
God can do magical things, can't he? -

God said, if the Israelites don't believe you, show them
this sign. Throw your rod down in front of them and it

will turn into a snake.
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Moses said, "What if the children of Israel still don't believe me?" God said, "Put your
hand inside your robe, then bring it out again." This was a funny thing to do, but once
again Moses obeyed God. When Moses brought his hand back out, he cried out in fright!
His hand was white and covered with awful, red, runny, sores! "I have leprosy!" Moses
cried." Lebrosy was a terrible disease that could kill a person. God said, "Now put your
hand back inside your robe. Moses didn't want this awful looking hand to touch his skin,
but still he obeyed God!
Moses had a lot of trust in God, didn't he? Do you think you could obey if God asked you
to do something? God does asks us to trust and obey him. Do your parents have a Bible?
This is a book that tells us what God wants us to do. God wants us to obey his words in
the Bible. When you get older you can read the Bible and see how God wants us to act
and what he asks us to do. Won't it be great to be able to read the Bible?
Moses put his hand back inside his robe as God asked. When he
brought his hand back it was smooth and tan once again! God said,
"Show this sign to the Israelites. If they don't believe the first sign,
they will believe this one."
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Moses went home and told his wife and two little boys to pack their things, for they would
be leaving for the land of Egypt. They sadly said goodbye to their father, Jethro and
started off on the long journey. As they traveled along they met Aaron and he went with
them.After several days they reached the land of Egypt and and found a place to stay with
the Israelite people.
The next day Moses and Aaron showed the people the signs of the snake and the hands
with leprosy. God also told Moses he could turn water into blood as a sign to the children
of Israel. Now Moses and Aaron were ready to go to the palace to see the mighty Pharaoh.
They bowed low and Moses said to Pharaoh, "The God of the Israelites said, let my people
go into the desert so they may worship me."
Pharaoh laughed at Moses and Aaron.. "Who is this god?
Egypt has many gods, we make statues of them and
worship the god of the river, the god of flies and

cow gods. Why should I let my slaves leave to
worshipping
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