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Exodus 32

Do you remember our last lesson when Moses and Aaron and the Israelite people had come

to a tall mountain called Mt. Sinai? The top of the mountain was covered with clouds and

thunder and lightning were heard and seen. Moses climbed the mountain and God told him

some important commandments to tell the people. When Moses came down the mountain

and told these commandments to the people they said "we will obey all God told us." Now

Moses went back up the mountain to get more laws from God. Then God told Moses to

build a "tent church" - this was to be called a "Tabernacle" and it was to have some very

beautiful gold furniture inside it. Aaron was to bea priest to go into the Tabernacle and take

the peoples prayers to God. When people go camping what do they do with the tent?

They set it up and put sleeping bags inside, don't they? When they get ready to leave, what

happens with the tent? They take it down, fold it up and carry it home in their car, don't

they? Well, the Israelites would do the same thing with the Tabernacle.

They would take it down and fold it up and put it on a cart to take to the

next place they stopped, then they would set it up again
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God told Moses all about building the Tabernacle and God also gave Moses many good

rules for the Israelites. He told Moses how to keep the children of Israel healthy and what

special sacrifices they could make when they had troubles.

Then God did something very special. Suddenly with a loud crack two big slabs of smooth

stone were cut off of the cliff that Moses was standing by. Then Moses saw writing appear

on the stone. God was writing the 10 Commandments on the stone so Moses could take

them down the mountain and keep them in the Tabernacle that was to be built.

Wow! That would have been very scary but also a very special thing to

see, wouldn't it?

All of this took a long, long time. Moses was gone for 40 days

and 40 nights talking with God on top of Mt. Sinai. Meanwhile the

children of Israel were waiting and waiting for Moses to return

All they could see was thunder, lightning and flashes of fIre

from the top of the mountain. They couldn't see Moses at all.




